
Giving by Grace 



There are many variations between different churches and various 
denominations and their requirements of a tithe.  

 
Some say to pay the local church 1/10 of their income before taxes.   
Some say to pay the local church 1/10 of their income after taxes.   

Some say to pay 1/10 after the bills are paid, some before. 



Some demand tithing on unemployment, inheritance, gifts, tax 
refunds, social security, even gambling winnings.   

 
Some say for those who own a business, that their tithes should  

be based on their sales, others say on their profits. 



All of this is bondage, law, religion, legalism.   
We are not under the law, but under grace!  



Malachi 3:7-12 is used as a base 
to exhort people and force 

them to give, and put people 
under law, bondage, guilt and 
requirement to give, or else.  

  
The storehouse is said to be  

the church, and the people are 
encouraged to bring their tithes 

into the storehouse so they 
might receive a blessing from 
God.  The people who don’t 

tithe are charged with “robbing 
God” and threatened with  

being under a curse. 



Is tithing for today?  Answer: Absolutely not.   
 

Tithing was a part of Israel’s program, and was required under the 
law.  But we are not under the law, but under grace.  And we are 

not Israel, we are the Church, the Body of Christ. 



The word “tithe” means “a tenth.”  Israel under the law  
was required to give a tenth to the Lord.   

 
But it wasn’t just a tenth. The tithe was separate from their 

offerings.  So Israel didn’t just give 10%, they gave offerings 
over and above their tithing.  



And according to Leviticus 27:30-32, only agricultural products  
were tithed, such as: grain, fruit, and livestock. 

 
 “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of  

the tree, is the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD.  And if a man will at all  
redeem ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof.   And 

concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever  
passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.” 



In Matthew 23:23 the Lord said, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, and 
have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy and 

faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.” 



There was order and structure and purpose to the tithe in Israel.  
The ones to whom the tithe was paid and who received it  

were the tribe of the Levites. 
 

Numbers 18:21 says, “Behold, I have given the children of Levi  
all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service… 

even the service of the tabernacle.” 



God told Israel what would happen if they did obey the Law 
in Deuteronomy 28:11,12:  

“The LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods…in the fruit of  
thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground…The LORD shall open… 

the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and  
to bless all the work of thine hand.” 



God told Israel what would happen if they did not obey the Law 
in Deuteronomy 28:16-23,42:  

“Cursed shalt thou be in the field…Cursed shall be…the fruit of thy land, 
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep….And thy heaven that 

is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be 
iron…All thy trees and fruit of thy land shall the locust consume.” 



God says He would “pour you out a blessing” (v. 10) if Israel repented. 
 

 And He’d open the “windows of heaven” or literally bring Israel her  
needed rain.  And Israel’s crops would be so plentiful there wouldn’t be 
enough room in the storehouses to receive it.  And God says He would 

“rebuke the devourer” or drive the locust plague away.  



God pouring out a blessing, 
and opening the windows  

of heaven IS NOT THIS! 
 

“The Lord has promised that He 
will open the windows of heaven 
when we are obedient to His law 

and when we tithe. He can give us 
better salaries, He can give us more 

judgment in the spending of our 
money.  He can give us better 
health, He can give us greater 

understanding so that we can get 
better positions.  He can help us so 
that we can do the things we want 

to do.”  Spencer W. Kimball 



In Malachi 3:9, God speaks of the “nation.”  Israel is the 
“nation.”  We’re not Israel, we’re the Body.  We’re not the 

“nation” in the Bible, we’re the nations (the Gentiles)! 



The “storehouse” is not the 
church as it’s spiritualized 
and said to be by some. 

 
It has a literal 

meaning! 
 

It was a storage bin or silo 
or chambers in the temple 
where the grain from the 

tithes were stored. 



Nehemiah 10:37; 12:44: 
“We should bring…the 

fruit of all manner of trees, 
of wine and of oil, unto the 
priests, to the chambers of 
the house of our God; and 
the tithes of our ground 

unto the Levites…And at 
that time were some 
appointed over the 

chambers for the treasures, 
for the offerings, for the 
firstfruits, for the tithes.” 



We’re not cursed today if we do not give and we’re not blessed 
physically if we do give in the same manner as under the law.  

  
We should not think or live superstitiously.  We need to live by 

intelligent faith according to the instructions given directly to us. 



In Malachi under the law, God 
told Israel to test Him, to “prove 

Me” (3:10), and that if they 
would obey and give He would 

“pour out a blessing” upon them. 
 

 Under grace it’s the opposite. 
God is proving us.  As we give 

financially to the Lord’s work, we 
“prove the sincerity of your 
love.”  God has beyond a doubt 
proved the sincerity of His love.  
Now we’re to prove the sincerity 

of ours for Him and others 
through our financial giving. 

 



A preacher on the radio some years ago stated that Christians 
in America give 4 billion dollars a year to their churches.  
That’s good.  It sounds very good until you hear that those 
same Christian people spend around 34 billion dollars a 

year on diet and exercise products! 



The following are statistics about evangelical church giving:  
 

20% of the people in the church do 80% of the giving.   
30% of the people do 20% of the giving.   
The other 50% give nothing of record.   

 
Lower incomes give a higher percentage of their income to the Church 

than those with higher incomes.  So the more we have, the less we let go. 



Proverbs 3:9 teaches  
us a principle:  

 
“Honor the Lord with your 

[wealth], and with the 
firstfruits of all your 

increase.” 



Paul says in verse 6, “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”   

 
In Philippians 4:17, Paul says, “Not that I seek the gift [of money],  

but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account.” 



Giving is a win-win!  God is worthy of our giving, it’s His  
money anyway, and when we give it back to Him by an  

act of our will from a grateful heart, He is glorified,  
and we get rewarded for it.  

 
Charles Baker: “We never make ourselves poor by giving to God.” 



Under grace, our Apostle Paul, does not state any percentage 
we must give and he never speaks of tithing.   

 

We are not under the law, which does require tithing, but 
under grace which does not demand it.   

 

Therefore, tithing is not part of God’s program today and is 
not binding on the Body of Christ. 



Paul says every man should give, “not grudgingly  
or of necessity.”   

 
Under law, it was a “necessity,” to give or you were robbing 

God, and you placed yourself under His curse.  Under grace, 
all is left to grace, and it’s as every man “purposes in his heart.”  



As we give we are to do so, “not grudgingly.”  And God knows our hearts 
and He knows if we give grudgingly or out of necessity. 

 
Suppose a husband and wife are about to celebrate an anniversary.  How 
well do you think it would go over if the husband picked her out a gift 
and said, “Here you go.  I HAD to get you something.  I knew you’d be 
mad if I didn’t.  I didn’t want to but everybody says I have too.  It cost 
me too much, but, here it is.  Hope you enjoy it.”  She’s not going to! 



"God loves a cheerful giver" verse 7 says.  The Greek word 
used for cheerful is “Hilaros,” from which we get our word 

“hilarious.”  God loves hilarious givers!  God wants us to give 
joyously, laughingly, to do so out of a merry, willing heart,  

being ready, anxious to give. 



God is the greatest Giver (John 3:16).   
 

He generously, cheerfully and willingly gives to us,  
and out of His love He gave His own Son to die for  

our sins that we might be saved. 



All is left to grace with giving today, as “every 
man…purposeth in his heart,” as God graciously  

allows us to decide for ourselves for how much we give. 



God would have us give regularly and consistently to His 
work, not sporadic or occasionally.  

 
God would also have us give “as God hath prospered him.”   

And so giving under grace is on an individual, case-by-case basis, and not 
a 10%+ law on everyone alike.  We are to give not in proportion to 

what others are giving, but in proportion to our ability to give. 



From Paul’s letters we learn that God wants us to give 
regularly, systematically, sacrificially, and joyfully,  

not to man or a church.   
 

When we give, we give to Christ and to His work and the 
propagation of His good news and truth. 





We are not our own, we are God’s.  
We are bought and paid for.   

All we are and all we have: family, 
belongings, money, ourselves, all 

belong to the Lord.  The Lord owns 
us, and everything I have belongs  

to God, not just 10%. 



The proper way to view 
our money and possessions 
is that they are a trust given 

by God that we are 
responsible to manage.  

 
 Everything belongs to Him 

and we serve as stewards 
over what God has given, 
whether we are blessed 

with a lot or with a little. 
And in Christian giving, we 

give back to God what is 
His in the first place.  



We worship and honor the Lord by our giving back to Him 
and as David said in I Chronicles 29:13,14:  

“Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name.  
But who am I…that we should be able to offer so willingly after this 
sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.” 
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