








Christ didn't come 
into a G-rated world.  
He came into the real 
world of unspeakable 
and persistent evil, 
and we see this in the 
circumstances around 
His birth.  



“Where is He 
that is born King 
of the Jews?” 



From infancy the 
threat of death hung 
over our Lord, as 
Satan sought to 
destroy Him, from  
His birth on.  And it  
is apparent by this 
account also, that 
Christ was born to die, 
but that this was to 
take place only at 
God’s appointed time 
at the Cross. 



As the wise men head for 
Bethlehem after leaving Herod and 
Jerusalem, the star that appeared 
at Christ’s birth reappeared, it lead 
them not to Bethlehem, but 65 
miles north to Nazareth, to Joseph 
and Mary’s “house” (Matt. 2:11) 
and home, where they lived. 



In the middle of the night, as Joseph was sleeping, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
telling him to “Get up, get out of here fast; take 
the Child and his mother and escape to Egypt.” 





The treasures received from 
the Magi would’ve provided 
for their needs and paid the 
expenses for traveling to and 
living in Egypt. 





“Out of Egypt have I called my son.”  



Herod has been referred to as the “Jewish Nero” because of his 
jealousy for power and uncontrollable suspicion of everyone. 
 
He married nine times, and in guarding his title of the “the King of 
the Jews,” he had a brother-in-law, a mother-in-law, two wives and 
two sons slain because he suspected them of treason and as a 
political threat to his throne. 

It was reportedly said in that day that 
it was better to be Herod’s pig than his 
family, for his pig had a better chance 
of surviving.   
 
The Jewish historian, Josephus, called 
Herod “a man of great barbarity 
towards all men.”  



Herod has no idea which 
of the baby boys in 
Bethlehem is the One.  So 
in senseless rage, just to 
make sure he gets the 
right one, Herod hands 
down a death sentence to 
of all of them—all the 
baby boys in Bethlehem, 
up to two years old. 





“Then was fulfilled that which was 
spoken by Jeremy the prophet, 
saying, In Rama was there a voice 
heard, lamentation, and weeping, 
and great mourning, Rachel 
weeping for her children, and 
would not be comforted, because 
they are not.” 



God had protected His chosen Deliverer once before in similar 
circumstances. 1500 years earlier there was another evil ruler who 
ordered the death and slaughter of Israelite baby boys: Pharaoh. 
But God had a little baby He kept alive who would deliver the nation 
and who escaped the massacre: Moses.  This time it’s Christ. 
 
In a twist, Moses was hidden from the Egyptians by the Jews, whereas 
the Lord was hidden from the Jews by the Egyptians. 
 



Moses had a great mission in front of him as Israel’s deliverer: to lead 
the people of Israel out of bondage in Egypt and bring them to the 
Promised Land of Canaan.  
 
Jesus Christ had an even greater mission in front of Him: to lead Israel 
out of bondage to sin and death, by His Cross and resurrection, and He 
will one day lead Israel into the Promised Land of His eternal Kingdom, 
which has no end. 



When Joseph, Mary and 
the young Jesus reached 
the land of Israel, however, 
he heard that Herod's son 
Archelaus had succeeded 
his father as ruler over 
Judea.  And thus Joseph 
was reluctant to venture 
any farther. 
 
Joseph knew that he, 
Mary, and the Christ  
child were no safer  
under Archelaus than 
they’d been under  
Herod the Great.  
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Christ’s coming shows His indescribable love and 
the infinite value He places on each person’s life. 
He came to die for each and every person. 



The atheist Richard Dawkins once claimed, “[The universe] has 
precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, 
no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind, 
pitiless indifference….We are just complex organisms 
programmed by selfish genes to act purely out of self-interest.” 



Philip Yancey: “In the midst of trauma even a sternly secular 
culture recognizes the worth of individual human beings, a 
carryover from the Christian belief that each one is made in the 
image of God, that each person matters…that in fact we are not 
cosmic accidents in a universe of pitiless indifference.” 



J. I. Packer says this, “The Christmas 
message is that there is hope for a ruined 
humanity—hope of peace with God, 
hope of sins forgiven, hope of glory—
because at the Father’s will Jesus Christ 
became poor and was born in a stable so 
that thirty years later He might hang on a 
cross and die for you and for me.”  
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