
The  
Apostle  
of Grace 



The dispensation of grace began with grace  
and it ends with grace.  

  
It began with an appearance of Christ  

and it ends with an appearance of Christ.  



The better part of 3 chapters in Acts are devoted to Paul’s 
conversion: Acts 9, Acts 22, Acts 26 

Paul refers to it throughout his epistles, such as in:  
1 Timothy 1; Galatians 1; 1 Corinthians 15;  

and Philippians 3 



God is trying to get our attention with this and to show that  
this event was of paramount importance!  

Paul’s conversion marked a change in God’s plans, as He set 
aside Israel for a time and brought in the dispensation of Grace. 



Ephesians 3:2,3:  
“If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God 
which is given me to you-ward: how that by revelation 
[Christ] made known unto me the mystery.” 



In I Timothy 2:7, Paul says “I am ordained a preacher, and 
an apostle…a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.”   
In II Timothy 1:11 Paul says, “I am appointed a preacher, 
and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.” 

In Romans 15:15,16,  
Paul says, “I have 
written…because of the 
grace that is given to me 
of God, that I should be 
the minister of Jesus 
Christ to the Gentiles.” 



When Paul is writing or teaching in God’s Word, he’s 
instructing, not Israel under the law, but instead the 
Gentiles, the nations, under grace.  And that’s us! 



Paul’s letters are Christ’s manual of grace for how He 
would have His Church believe and behave today. 
Paul’s epistles are God’s Word from the resurrected, 
exalted Christ revealed to Paul about this dispensation of 
grace, and they are our authority to live by for today. 



We find numerous comparisons and contrasts between  
the ministries of the Twelve Apostles and Paul  

which highlight Paul’s unique apostleship to us today,  
and demonstrate and show a difference between  

Paul  and the Twelve. 



The Twelve Apostles 
Chosen to be apostles  
by Christ from earth  

(Luke 6:12,13). 
  This was in accordance 

with Christ’s earthly ministry  
taking place then. 

The Apostle Paul  
Chosen to be an apostle  
by Christ from heaven  

(Acts 26:16). 
This is in accordance with 
the heavenly ministry of 

Christ taking place today. 
 



The Twelve Apostles 
 Preached the gospel  
of the kingdom and  

that the earthly  
kingdom was at hand  

(Matt. 10:1-8; Luke 9:6). 

The Apostle Paul  
Preached the  
gospel of the  
grace of God  
(Acts 20:24).   



The Apostle Paul 
The gospel proclaimed 

by Paul offers a 
heavenly hope and 

citizenship, a heavenly 
position in Christ, we’re 
blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly 
places, we wait for a 

catching away to 
heaven (Col. 1:5; 3:4; 

Eph. 1:3; 2:6). 



The Twelve Apostles 
The gospel proclaimed by the 

Twelve offered an earthly 
hope, where they looked for 
Christ’s return to the earth  
to conquer their enemies  

and establish His kingdom 
 in which all the earth would 
be filled with His glory, where 

Christ would reign as King 
over them from Jerusalem  

on David’s throne  
(Luke 9:1,2; Acts 1:6;  

2:30; 3:19,20). 



The Apostle Paul 
The number “one” is stamped 

throughout and consistently 
associated with the Mystery program.   

Ephesians 4:4-6 says that there is  
one Body, one Spirit, one hope of 

our calling, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all. 

Today under Grace, there is one 
Apostle to the Church, representing 

the one Body of Christ, which is 
made up of enemies reconciled  

to God through the Cross,  
saved by grace alone.  

Paul is a perfect example of this! 



In the kingdom, the twelve 
apostles will “sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve 

tribes of Israel” (Matt. 19:28). 
The twelve apostles 

represented Israel and will 
judge them in the kingdom. 

The number 12 is stamped throughout Israel’s prophetic 
program.  From the 12 sons of Jacob came the 12 tribes of 
Israel.  The Promised Land was divided into 12 portions. The 
New Jerusalem would have 12 gates with 12 angels at those 
gates and 12 foundations with the names of the 12 apostles 
inscribed on them (Rev. 21:12-14). 

The Twelve Apostles 



The Apostle of Grace 

The Apostle 
Paul 

The message of 
Paul was based 
on the grace of 
God and was a 

mystery,  
“kept secret  

since the world 
began” (Rom. 

16:25).   

The Twelve 
Apostles 

The message of 
the Twelve was 

based on Israel’s 
covenants and 

was revealed by 
the prophets 

“since the world 
began” (Acts 

3:21). 



The Twelve Apostles 
The message of the Twelve  
is “salvation is of the Jews” 
(John 4:22), and salvation 

through repentance, believing 
Jesus was the Messiah, and 
being water baptized (John 

20:31; Acts 2:38). 

The Apostle Paul  
The message of Paul  

was salvation “by grace 
through faith” alone  

in Christ (Eph.  
1:12,13; 2:8,9). 

 
 



The Twelve Apostles 
The Twelve ministered  

under the law  
and kept the law  

(Matt. 23:2,3; Acts 10:14). 

The Apostle Paul  
Paul says we are  

“not under the law,  
but under grace”  

(Rom. 6:14). 



The Twelve Apostles 
The Twelve had authority 

within and gave instruction  
to the Kingdom Church  
(Matt. 16:15-19; 18:18;  
Acts 1:13-8:1; 15:4). 

The Apostle Paul  
Paul had authority  
within and gave  

instruction to the Church,  
the Body of Christ today 

(Eph. 1:22,23).   





Acts 1:21,22: 
“Wherefore of these 
men which have 
companied with us all 
the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out 
among us, Beginning 
from the baptism of 
John, unto that same 
day that He was taken 
up from us.” 



The time frame is given as 
“Beginning from [Christ’s] baptism 
of John” to Christ’s ascension, 
“unto that same day that He was 
taken up from us” (1:22). 
To be a qualified candidate to be  
an apostle of the kingdom that 
person had to be a personal 
witness and one who could speak 
from their own experience of the 
ministry, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Christ. 
Paul did not qualify to be an  
apostle under these terms! 



First, he could not be considered 
because he was not even saved 
at the time of the Lord’s earthly 
ministry or even at the time the 
12th apostle was chosen to 
replace Judas in Acts 1. 
 
Second, even if they would have 
waited for Paul, he would not 
have been eligible at any time, 
because he was not with Christ 
during His earthly ministry. 



Paul didn’t qualify to be a 
kingdom apostle and he was 
never meant to be one, 
because the Lord chose him 
for a special purpose and 
ministry, to be the apostle of 
the Gentiles, the apostle of 
grace, to whom God revealed 
the rule of life under grace 
(Rom. 11:13; Eph. 3:1-3). 



The Twelve officially acknowledged Paul’s unique 
gospel and his calling and apostleship to the Gentiles 
(Galatians 2:1-9). 



1 Corinthians 14:37:  
“If any man think himself to be 
a prophet, or spiritual, let him 
acknowledge that the things 
that I write unto you are the 
commandments of the Lord.” 

1 Thessalonians 4:2:  
“For ye know what 
commandments we gave  
you by the Lord Jesus.” 
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